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March 11, 1997
UM ATHLETICS PROGRAM EARNS NCAA CERTIFICATION
MISSOULA ~
The academic success of student athletes at The University of Montana-Missoula
helped intercollegiate athletics score its first-ever certification from the National Collegiate
Athletics Association, President George Dennison announced Monday.
The classification means UM’s athletics program conforms with NCAA standards for
academic and fiscal integrity, rules compliance and equity. The certification was the result of a
yearlong self-study by UM administrators, faculty, staff and students —both athletes and
nonathletes -- that ended with a campus visit by a peer review team in spring 1996. The
NCAA’s certification committee met late last month to decide on UM’s classification.
‘‘We’ve been working very hard to conform with these standards,” Dennison said. “I am
very pleased we got this confirmation that we’re moving in the right direction.”
The NCAA, which established the certification process in 1993 to ensure its
commitment to integrity in intercollegiate athletics, issues one of three possible classifications
to member institutions: not certified, certified with conditions and certified. A not certified
classification could jeopardize an institution’s NCAA membership.
- more -
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UM received high marks for its commitment to academic excellence, said Dean o f
Students Barbara Hollmann, who chaired the self-study committee. The review team noted that
Grizzly student athletes earn higher grade-point averages than the general student population.
They also stay in school and boast a higher graduation rate than nonathlete students.
“A large part o f the athletic success we have here is the academic success of the
athlete/’ said Marie Porter, associate athletic director. “It allows us to retain athletes and help
them develop. The coaches realize that a big part of athletic success is recruiting students who
are not only athletically fit, but academically sound, and are a good fit for campus and the
community.”
The NCAA review team also praised Dennison’s involvement in supervision of the
athletics program and the use of advisory committees made up of varied campus constituencies
to set policies.
The team concluded that the University’s athletics program is prudently managed,
follows standard fiscal practices and provides a reasonable range of athletics activities for
students. Approval o f a $30 student fee to support Division I programs and gender equity
increased UM’s fiscal stability. UM was lauded for its voluntary efforts to increase gender
equity by adding women’s golf and soccer.
“We have achieved a high competitive level in the NCAA while maintaining the

NCAACERT.RL -- 3
compliance of rules and academic integrity/' Hollmann said. “We have demonstrated that we
have made great strides in providing equity for mens’ and womens’ programs. It’s wonderful
to be acknowledged by the NCAA nationally for doing that.”
UM will be up for recertification in 10 years. In the meantime, Porter said, UM will file
periodic progress reports with the NCAA while continuing to improve gender equity and
increase opportunities for minority student athletes.
“The main thing athletics can take from this is that we’re doing a good job in these
areas, but that we need to keep doing a good job, she said. “And at least we know we're on the
right track when we want to make improvements.”
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